Ronald L. Stuckey (1938-2022): Ohio Botanist and Educator
RONALD E. PILATOWSKI and TOD F. STUESSY', The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, USA

ABSTRACT. Ronald L. Stuckey made major contributions to understanding the flora and botanical history of
Ohio.BorninBucyrus (Crawford Co.), heattended Lykens High School, graduated from Heidelberg College, and
completed a doctorate at the University of Michigan. He joined the Department of Botany at The Ohio State
University in 1965 and passed through the academic ranks, retiring in 1991. He was especially interested in
aquatic plants, not only in Lake Erie, but throughout Ohio’s rivers, ponds, marshes, and in relation to the old
canal and ancientriverine systems. He used herbarium records to trace the introduction of European invasive
aquatics tothe eastern seaboard and documented their westward migration across the central states. He was
a teacher, having mentored 20 M.S. and 2 Ph.D. students, many of whom assumed influential positions in
natural resources within the state. His botanical history publications have provided a deep appreciation for
the contributions of pioneer botanists working in the Ohio Valley during the 19" century. In administrative
capacities he served The Ohio State University, particularly at the Franz Theodore Stone Laboratory, and
also the Ohio Academy of Science, elected as President 1994-1995. He received the Ohioana book award
in 2008 for his history of Put-in-Bay on Lake Erie, and he was inducted into the Ohio Natural Resources Hall
of Fame in 2010. Health problems caused him to retire early from Ohio State, which effectively curtailed his
active research career. What he achieved professionally in a span of only 20 active years is remarkable, a life

dedicated to research and teaching in the botanical sciences.
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INTRODUCTION

Ohio has always had its share of botanists who
have contributed to understanding the flora and
vegetation of the state. Botany in North America
began on the eastern coast of the country in the
original colonies, especially in Philadelphia, New
York, and Boston (Ewan 1969). As Europeans
migrated westward in the 19" century, especially
along the Ohio River, they needed inventories of the
natural resources of this new region. Homesteaders
soughtinformation on trees for buildinghomesand
on edible and medicinal plants. Pioneer botanists
in the Ohio River Valley were major contributors
to understanding these botanical resources. How
these botanical discoveries contributed to the
development of the Ohio frontier is an important
historical theme that fascinated modern botanists,
especially Ronald L. Stuckey. As professor of
Botany at The Ohio State University (1965-1991),
he published extensively on botanical history, as
well as floristics, taxonomy, aquatic plants, and

'Address correspondence to Tod E Stuessy, Herbarium
and Department of Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal
Biology, The Ohio State University, 1315 Kinnear Road,
Columbus, OH 43210, USA. Email: Stuessy.1@osu.edu

phytogeography. He taught hundreds of students
in courses on local flora and aquatic plants, and he
served the Ohio Academy of Science on committees
and as President (1994—1995). This paper provides
an overview and appreciation of this remarkable
botanistand his productive professional career. His
achievements are even more impressive because
health issues restricted his intensive research period
to 20 active years.

EARLY YEARS

Ronald Lewis Stuckey (1938-2022; Fig. 1)
was born and raised in Bucyrus (Crawford Co.),
Ohio. Growing up on a farm near Lykens, he was
exposed to nature early. His interest in botany
can be linked to a book, Botany: An elementary
text for schools (Bailey 1907), that belonged to his
father Guy. With this book as a guide, Stuckey
wandered through the woods that bordered the
family farm and learned the names of common
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Figure 1. Ronald L. Stuckey (1938-2022) in his office at The
Ohio State University, about 1967.

trees and plants. He attended Lykens High School
(1952-1956) in nearby Bloomville (now part of
the consolidated Wynford High School, Bucyrus),
where he became interested in music, playing the
accordion and steel guitar. But he also developed
academic interests, serving as editor of the school
newspaper and yearbook and achieving distinction
as valedictorian of his graduating class. Keeping
close to home, from 1956 to 1960 he attended
Heidelberg College (now Heidelberg University)
in Tiffin, Ohio, majoring in biology and eventually
graduating cum laude. Stuckey was mentored by
Percy Lilly and Arthur McQuate and enrolled in a
number of botany courses at Heidelberg. He was
employed as an instructor for overflow sections
of biology classes, and this whetted his interest in
teaching. It was in those undergraduate years that
Stuckey realized he wanted to become a biologist,
dedicated to a career of studying the natural world.

This career focus on biology led Stuckey to
take summer courses in 1959 (at the end of his
junior year at Heidelberg) at the Franz Theodore
Stone Laboratory of The Ohio State University on
Gibraltar Island, near Put-in-Bay, on Lake Erie. He
took a course in Field Botany offered by T. Richard
Fisher (from Ohio State) and a class in Aquatic
Mycology taught by Everett Beneke (Michigan
State University), both of which provided a strong
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exposure to aquatic biology. Fisher encouraged
Stuckey to pursue a graduate degree in botany,
which prompted him to apply to the University of
Michigan, where one of Stuckey’s fellow Heidelberg
students, David Baker, was already attending
graduate school.

In 1960 Stuckey entered the Department of
Botanyat the University of Michigan to work toward
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees under the supervision
of Professor Edward G. Voss, specialist on the
vascular plants of the flora of Michigan (Voss
1972, 1985, 1996). For his dissertation, Stuckey
elected to monograph the watercress genus, Rorippa
(Brassicaceae), which provided good training for
understanding concepts of species, nomenclature,
and biogeography. During his last year at Michigan
(1964-1965), Stuckey applied for the position of
plant taxonomist in the Department of Botany at
The Ohio State University, encouraged by Richard
Fisher, who knew Stuckey from Stone Lab. The
herbarium director (curator), Clara Weishaupt, was
set to retire in two years, which meant that Stuckey
would make a good early replacement for her. This
initiative was supported by the Department and
Dean, and Stuckey was hired in 1965.

Uponarrivingat Ohio State to begin fall semester,
Stuckey faced many new challenges. He started by
teaching General Botany followed by Local Flora
in the spring. His research focused on getting his
dissertation on Rorippa published (Stuckey 1972a)
and he initiated numerous other research avenues
in aquatic plants and botanical history, especially
oriented towards Ohio. He was particularly
interested in the collections of John Samples from
the early 19* century in southwestern Ohio, as
well as Thomas Nuttall, John Riddell, C. W. Short,
William Starling Sullivant, and others. Stuckey
also took over the directorship of The Ohio State
University Herbarium when Clara Weishaupt retired
in 1967. Because she had been trained as a plant
physiologist with Bernard S. Meyer at Ohio State,
many improvements in herbarium organization
were needed. Stuckey worked to obtain more space
for the collections, acquire new herbarium cabinets,
locate funds for an assistant curatorial position,
and investigate historically significant specimens.

RESEARCH

For an academic professor in a major university,
such as at Ohio State, one of the most important
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areas of activity is research. Stuckey accepted this
challenge enthusiastically, continuing research
avenues developed from his Ph.D. dissertation and
opening new lines of inquiry. He was especially
interested in botanical history, aquatic plants,
phytogeography, and the flora of the Erie Islands,
eventually publishing 112 journal articles and

11 books (Table 1).

Botanical History

Stuckey was fascinated by botanical history.
Duringgraduate work at the University of Michigan,
he came under the influence of three professors,
Edward Voss, Rogers McVaugh, and Harley H.
Bartlett, all of whom had interests in botanical
history (Bartlett 1951; Voss 1955; Rittenhouse
and Voss 1962; McVaugh 1974, 1977). Because
of his upbringing and early education in Ohio,
Stuckey focused on pioneer botanists of the
Ohio River Valley. A popular idea at this time
was the “Frontier Hypothesis” by Frederick Jackson
Turner (Coleman 1966) on the important role that
the western frontier played in stimulating new
ideas and innovations, requiring adaptations to
new challenges. This concept coincided well with
the focus of Stuckey’s historical research interests.

The first paper that Stuckey published dealt with
botanical history. While he was still a graduate
student at Michigan, he published a short note in
the Obio Journal of Science on the plant collections
(475 sheets) of John Samples (Stuckey 1964). These
collections came from southwestern Ohio and were
made between 1836-1840, sparking Stuckey’s
interest in investigating their historical origins and
botanical significance. One year after assuming his
new position at Ohio State University, he followed
with a detailed biographical article on Samples
(Stuckey 1966a). In that same year, he published
on Daniel Steinhauer (Stuckey 1966b) and Thomas
Nuttall (Stuckey 1966¢), followed in short order
by two more articles on Nuttall (Stuckey 1967,
1968a). Stuckey also published in these early years
on Daniel Drake (Stuckey 1969).

Into the 1970s, Stuckey continued to publish
profusely on botanical history. He reported on
Constantine Samuel Rafinesque (Stuckey 1971a, b),
the brilliant but eccentric natural historian who
collected and described many new plant species
throughout the northeastern United States (Merrill
1949; Boewe 2011). This was followed by intense
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research activity, with papers on E. Lucy Braun
(Stuckey 1973), Joseph C. Frank (Stuckey 1974),
Charles Wilkins Short (Stuckey 1978a), Hezekiah
Hulbert Eaton (Stuckey 1978b), and Lewis David
von Schweinitz (Stuckey 1979a). Table 1 shows his
rate of publication on botanical history from 1964
to 2010 (37 papers and 11 books).

Aquatic Plants

When Stuckey enrolled asagraduatestudentatthe
University of Michigan, there was no commitment
for him to study any specific plant group. That
apparently changed when he enrolled ina course on
aquatic plants taught by Ed Voss. Stuckey excelled
in this course, with Voss reporting in understated
fashion, that Stuckey, “. . . recognized only 99% of
the plants on the final exam” (Burk 2016). In the
summer of 1962 Stuckey attended the University
of Michigan Biological Station, near Pellston. He
assisted Frederick Sparrow (from the University
of Michigan) in his Aquatic Botany course, and
under the direction of John E. Cantlon (from
Michigan State University), Stuckey studied the
life history, habitats and ecology of the Rorippa
islandica complex in the Douglas Lake region near
the Biological Station, eventually publishing these
results (Stuckey 1966d). He also took collecting
trips in northern lower Michigan and the Upper
Peninsulawith Ed Vossand other graduate students,
with particular focus on aquatic species.

Stuckey’s interests in aquatic plants continued
throughout his tenure at Ohio State where he
taught a course in aquatic plants both at Stone
Lab and on main campus nearly every year until
his retirement in 1991. Voss commented (in Burk
2016) that Stuckey probably taught more students
aboutaquatic plants than any other professor in the
United States! During his career, Stuckey conducted
research in collaboration with his own graduate
students on 42 different aquatic genera. He was
particularly proud of having discovered a naturally
occurring hybrid between /. alpinus and J. torreyi
(Juncus xstuckeyi Reinking, Fig. 2; in Reinking and
Stuckey 1981).

There are two areas of Stuckey’s work on aquatic
plants that merit special comment. First, he used
aquatic plantsas indicators of water quality. Stuckey
noted changes that had taken place in composition
of the aquatic flora in Put-in-Bay Harbor from the
work of A.]J. Pieters (Pieters 1901), to the plants he



OHIO JOURNAL OF SCIENCE R.E. PILATOWSKI ANDT. F. STUESSY

Table 1
Numbers and subject areas of books and articles (in reviewed journals) by Ronald L.
Stuckey 1962-2010, based on citations in Burk (1994) and reprints in the Ohio
State University Herbarium Archives. These data do not include abstracts, book
reviews, popular notices in newsletters, necrologies, or grant reports.
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Year Botanical History Aquatic Plants Phytogeography Taxonomy Floristics

1962 1
1963

1964 1

1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972 1
1973
1974 4
1975

1976

1977

1978

1979

1980 1

1981 3 1

1982

1983 1

1984 2

1985 2
1986 2 1
1987 1 1 1
1988 2 1

1989 1
1990

1991

1992 5 3

1993 2

1994
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000-2010 4 1 2
Totals 48 18 19 5 33
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xstuckeyi, a naturally occurring hybrid between
J. alpinus and J. torreyi in the Lake Erie Islands
(see Reinking and Stuckey 1981).

observed in the harbor in the late 1960s (Stuckey
1971c¢). He attributed the changes to increased
turbidity and pollution in the harbor due to human
activities. By the late 1980s, with the invasion of
Lake Erie waters by the filter-feeding zebra mussel,
the water in the harbor became less turbid, allowing
many aquatic species that had disappeared earlier
in the century to re-establish themselves. A second
point is that Stuckey’s aquatic plant classes both
at Stone Lab and on the main campus visited and
recorded species at the same sites from 1966 to
1991, hence documenting long-term changes in
the composition of the flora.

Phytogeography

In Stuckey’s botanical research, he was not only
interested in morphological relationships and
nomenclature among species but also explanations
of distributions, or phytogeography. This interest
was early demonstrated in his monograph on
Rorippa (Stuckey 1972a). He continued these
studies at Ohio State, beginningin 1965, becoming
interested in the distributional histories ofanumber
of aquatic genera. Stuckey prepared maps, based
on extensive field work and studies of herbarium
specimens (including visits to other herbaria), that
showed changing historical distributions. Stuckey
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used these maps very effectively, and in fact, he
featured them in his address in 1995 as outgoing
President of the Ohio Academy of Science (“A
Cavalcade of Maps;” Burk 2016).

To understand plant distributions requires first
having accurate maps that show geographic ranges
of individual species. Finding such today would
involve intensive searching online, but at the time
Stuckey investigated phytogeographic questions, the
only way to locate maps was by searching through
books and periodicals in a large and well-stocked
botanical library. Such searches led him and an
assistant, W. Louis Phillips, to produce an Index
to plant distribution maps in North American
periodicals beginning in the late 19% century
through 1972 (Phillips and Stuckey 1976). This
massive volume of 686 pages contains 28,500 entries
that gives the citations where distribution maps can
be found in 268 North American periodicals and
160 books! Ina pre-computer age, this contribution
represents a remarkable effort. The contents cover
the entire plant kingdom (algae, bryophytes, ferns,
gymnosperms, angiosperms), listed alphabetically
by genus and species. In addition, the kinds of
distribution maps are indicated (7 different map
varieties, e.g., outline, shaded, and dot), hence
alerting an investigator to the type of data available
foranswering specific phytogeographical questions.
This volume served as a tool for Stuckey’s own
phytogeographic research as well as for other
researchers worldwide, and it represented a huge
step forward for interpreting plant distributions.
Data from this project were also incorporated into
a broader world index of plant distributions maps
that had been prepared in parallel by Hans Tralau
(1973).

Stuckey was interested in two major biogeographic
questions: (1) the invasion of vascular plants from
the east and south of the U.S.A. into the Great
Lakes region; and (2) the impact of human activity
on the distribution of plants especially within Ohio
and the Great Lakes. Based on published records
of fossil pollen preserved in lakes and wetlands,
two routes were established for the re-invasion
of aquatic vascular plants into the Great Lakes region
after the most recent Pleistocene glaciation (Vesper
and Stuckey 1977). The eastern route involved
migration of plantsinto the Great Lakes thatinitially
had become established along the eastern seaboard
of the United States. The southern route involved



OHIO JOURNAL OF SCIENCE

plants that first established themselves along the
southern coast of the U.S.A. and then migrated
northward into the Great Lakes region through
the Mississippi Valley. Of particular importance for
plantdistributions in the Midwest was the influence
of a large, pre-glacial north-flowing waterway
named the Teays River (Tight 1903; Gordon 1928;
Stuckey 1983).

More recently, human activities have played a
significant role in the rapid migration of plants
into the Great Lakes region. Aquatic vascular
plants often migrated along areas that were disturbed
by humans, including roadsides, ditches, railroad
right-of-ways, and canals (Stuckey, 1993). These
pathways offered conduits for invasive species to
become quickly established in the Great Lakes
region. Many of these invasives first came to the
United States in ballast water discharged by foreign
vessels in seaports along the Atlantic Coast (e.g.,
Schmidt et al. 2024). They moved westward into
the Great Lakes via the St. Lawrence River (Stuckey
1970), various waterways in New York, and the
Erie Canal in Ohio (Roberts and Stuckey 1992).
Stuckey studied a number of invasive species,
including Butomus umbellatus (Flowering Rush;
Stuckey 1968b), Lycopus europaeus (European
Water-horehound; Stuckey and Phillips 1970)
(Fig. 3), Epilobium hirsutum (Great Hairy Willow-
herb; Stuckey 1970), Potamogeton crispus (Curly
Pondweed; Stuckey 1979b), Lythrum salicaria
(Purple Loosestrife; Stuckey 1980), and Veronica
beccabunga (European Brookline; Les and Stuckey
1985). Perhaps the champion of this migration race
has been the rush, funcus compressus, which initially
established itself in Maine and Newfoundland in the
late 1800s, moved through the St. Lawrence River
system, into the Finger Lake Region of New York
by the early 1900s, and expanded westward into the
Great Lakes. Since 1950, this inconspicuous plant
has managed to make it into Colorado, Wyoming
and Montana (Stuckey 1981). From our perspective,
the only sadness from all these phytogeographic
investigations is that Stuckey was unable to pull
together data from all his separate publications into
a single comprehensive volume on the historical
phytogeography of aquatic vascular plants in the
eastern United States, as he had planned to do.
Poor health after 1991 interfered with completion
of this worthy goal.
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Figure 3. Distribution of Lycopus europaeus in
eastern North America, based on herbarium and
literature records. Numbers in squares show
the year in which plants were collected before
1900, and in circles since 1900. Four major areas of
apparent entry and establishment for the species
are marked by large arrows and dates (in bold).
Smaller arrows indicate probable migrations in Lakes
Ontario and Erie and the St. Lawrence River. From
Stuckey and Phillips (1970: 352).

Flora of the Erie Islands

An inventory of the vascular plants (flora) of
even a limited area, such as the Lake FErie Islands
region, requires extensive fieldwork and examination
of previously collected herbarium specimens. The
flora of the Erie Islands project began in 1966 as
part of Stuckey’s research on the aquatic plants of
northern Ohio. This effort, an extension of work
initially carried out on the flora of the region by
Moseley (1899), Pieters (1901), Dodge (1914), and
Core (1948), was part of the teaching and research
program at Stone Lab and the Center for Lake Erie
Area Research (CLEAR). When the project began,
Stuckey was in the early years of establishing himself
as a faculty member at Ohio State, and it became
apparent that additional participants would be
required. In the spring of 1969, Stuckey offered
Thomas (Tom) Duncan, an undergraduate student
interested in botany and natural history, a position
of research assistant to study floristic changes on
these small islands in Lake Erie. Duncan took classes
at Stone Laboratory, did field work, and together
they published a paper on floristic changes in the
islands (Duncan and Stuckey 1970). They agreed to
work together on a comprehensive inventory of the
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vascular plant flora of the Lake Erie Island region.
The goal was to update the previous inventories,
provide in-depth analyses of previously collected
data, and develop a local flora with breadth of
coverage and depth of analysis that would serve as
a model for other regional floras.

By 1970, Duncan completed his undergraduate
degree in botany at Ohio State and moved on to
graduate school at the University of Michigan
in 1971, also studying under Edward G. Voss,
W. Herb Wagner, and George Estabrook. Duncan
began working on Western Hemisphere buttercups
(Ranunculus) for his dissertation topic, but he
continued to collaborate with Stuckey on the flora
of the Erie Islands, carrying out extensive work in
the field, library, and herbarium between 1970
and 1976. By the end of 1976, a 679-page
manuscript had been prepared for publication.
The manuscript was sent out for review, but other
events entered into play. Duncan graduated with
a Ph.D. from The University of Michigan in
1976 and accepted a position at the University of
California, Berkeley, as Director of the Herbarium.
As Duncan began his career, his interests moved
toward numerical taxonomy and earning tenure at
Berkeley, providing scant time for the Flora of the
Erie Islands. Stuckey also had other professional
commitments, including serving as Director of
Curriculum at Stone Lab (1977-1985). Progress
on publishing the Flora of the Erie Islands
slowed.

In 1999, Duncan agreed to produce a digital
version of the Erie Islands Flora incorporating
suggestions and comments from reviewers over
the years. Lisa Brohl, chairperson of the Lake Erie
Islands Chapter of the Black Swamp Conservancy,
pushed for publication of the manuscript so that
it would be more supportive of their conservation
activities. Thisled to Duncan editing the manuscript
and seeing it through to publication (Stuckey and
Duncan 2010) as the Flora of the Erie Islands: Its
Origins, History and Change. A comprehensive
review of the research involved in developing this
regional flora is given in Duncan et al. (2010). In
addition to a catalogue of the vascular plants, the
book contains sketches of the range of ecological
habitats, comments on cultural and economic
history of the region, discussions of previous floristic
studies (including works by Moseley, Pieters, Dodge
and Core), geology, soils, geological history (by Jane
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Forsyth), and life forms (by John Thieret). This
book succeeded in its goal to serve as a model for
other regional floras.

Summary of Publications

Stuckey was a prolific publisher. From his first
journal article in 1964 to his last book in 2005, he
compiled an impressive level of 192 professional
and popular publications in diverse fields of
interest (Table 2). Conspicuous among these are
numerous articles in the Obio Journal of Science,
which emphasizes Stuckey’s close connection to the
organization. Many of these publications derived
from 38 presentations he made at the annual
meetings. Noteworthy is the breadth of journal
coverage, including international outlets (e.g.,
Taxon, Aquatic Botany), national journals (American
Journal of Botany, Rhodora), and local newsletters
(Wheaton Club Bulletin, Friends of the Stone Lab
Newsletter) (Burk 1996). An important point to
stress is that Stuckey was in good health until 1984
when he was diagnosed with congestive heart failure
accompanying severe depression. From this point
forward, he dedicated himself mainly to publishing
existing manuscripts, historical compilations and
short biographies. His high rate of innovative
publication, therefore, took place within a 20-year
period, making hislevel of productivity during these

years even more remarkable.

TEACHING

At Ohio State, teaching was an important part of
Stuckey’s faculty duties. By all accounts, he enjoyed
teaching, and studentsliked hislaid-back demeanor
in the classroom. He taught Local Flora, which was
a popular class (normally more than 100 students)
thatsatisfied the science requirement for non-science
majors with a lecture componentand lab involving
use of taxonomic keys. In addition, he offered an
evening section for non-traditional students who
had work obligations during the day. Saturday
trips in April and May involved university motor
coaches transporting students to noteworthy sitesin
central Ohijo, including Battelle-Darby Metropark,
Blackhand Gorge, and the Barnaby Center (owned
by Ohio State), a floristically interesting area along
the Fairfield-Hocking County line (now part of
Clear Creek Metro Park). These large motor coaches
navigated their way along narrow country roads
and delivered students to field trip starting points.
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Table 2
Total numbers of articles by Ronald L. Stuckey that appeared in different
scientific journals and popular serials. From Burk (1996).
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Number of articles Journal or serial

1 Aesculus. Newsletter of The Ohio State University Herbarium
1 American Journal of Botany
1 Annals of the Missouri Botanical Garden
1 Aquaphyte
1 Aquatic Botany
3 ASC Newsletter (Association of Systematics Collections)
2 ASPT Newsletter (American Society of Plant Taxonomists)
12 Bartonia
2 Brittonia
1 The Bryologist
Canadian Field-Naturalist
5 Castanea
10 CLEAR Technical Report
6 Division of Natural Areas & Preserves Newsletter (Ohio Dept. Natural Resources)
1 Emerald Necklace (Cleveland Metropolitan Parks)
1 The Explorer
4 Friends of the Stone Lab Newsletter
1 Herbarium News
1 Michigan Academician

18 The Michigan Botanist

1 Natural History (New York)

8 OAS Newsletter (The Ohio Academy of Science)

8 Ohio Biological Survey, Biological Notes

2 Ohio Biological Survey, Bulletin

6 Ohio Biological Survey, Informative Circular

62 The Ohio Journal of Science (including Necrology)
1 Ohio State Synergy

1 Plant Press

1 Plant Science Bulletin

1 Proceedings of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia

8 Rhodora

10 Sida

1 The Southwestern Naturalist

6 Taxon

2 Transactions & Studies of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia
1 Wheaton Club Bulletin

192 Total
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Stuckey also offered Field Botany at Stone Lab,
a class that was popular for many years.

In addition to Local Flora, Stuckey taught a
course in aquatic plants at Ohio State (Fig. 4), both
on main campus and at Stone Lab. This class was
a requirement for the natural resources program,
which guaranteed a healthy enrollment. Inaddition
to having lectures and labs, Stuckey required each
student to investigate aspects of a selected aquatic
plant species, prepare a written report, and make
an oral presentation to the class (in symposium
format). This course was offered during the fall
quarter on main campus, and a number of field
trips were taken to local wetlands in the central
Ohio area as well as an overnight field trip to Lake
Erie. Stops included the Resthaven Wildlife Area,
the marshes along Sandusky Bay, East Harbor State
Park in Ottawa County, and Marblehead Peninsula.
The class was also offered at Stone Lab during the
summer quarter and featured a number of field
trips to sites on the Lake Erie Islands as well as to
mainland areas. A wide variety of habitats were
studied on these field trips, including abandoned
vineyards and orchards, quarries, wooded areas,
beaches, ponds and other wetlands.

Another class that Stuckey taught on main
campus was Botanical Nomenclature, but this was
oriented toward advanced (graduate) students with
enrollments limited to a half-dozen people. The
course was designed for M.S. and Ph.D. students
who were engaged in research in systematic botany,
preparing them for problems they would encounter
when it came to dealing with nomenclatural issues
in their own floristic or monographic research. Some

_da Ll SSE
Figure 4. Ronald L. Stuckey teaching students about aquatic
plants in central Ohio, c. 1985.
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of the practical exercises involved investigating
type specimens that had lain undocumented within
the general collections (e.g., Stuckey and Wentz
1974). In addition, Stuckey was always available to
help students in the department with nomenclatural
problems in their own research.

In addition to classroom teaching, Stuckey was
also an effective academic mentor, especially at the
undergraduate and Master’s levels. He advised a
total of 20 students who earned Master’s degrees:
16 in botany and 4 either in environmental biology
or environmental science. He also supervised two
students for the Ph.D. Most of his graduate students
(80%) earned their degrees before 1980, which
was his most productive research period. Research
topics of his students covered floristics, ecology, and
life histories of aquatic plants, with many going on
to careers in natural resources, conservation, and
academia.

SERVICE (ADMINISTRATION)
The Ohio State University Herbarium

The Herbarium has always been an important
part of the Botany Department (now Evolution,
Ecology, and Organismal Biology) at The Ohio State
University. It serves as a location where voucher
specimensare stored from botanical research carried
out at the university, by the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources, and from associates throughout
the state and world. Herbarium personnel are often
consulted to identify plant specimens submitted by
the public, serving a vital role in the service mission
of the university (Meyer 1983).

At the time of Stuckey’s appointment in
1967 as Director of the Herbarium, there were
115,000 specimens in the collection (Annual
Herbarium Reports in Stuckey Archives), with
83,000 representing specimens collected in Ohio,
comprising what was referred to as the State
Herbarium (Stuckey 1984). With the establishment
of the Ohio Flora Projectin 1950, many specimens
were added to the State Herbarium. During
his tenure (1967-1975), Stuckey presided over
new cabinet purchases and acquisition of plant
collections from out-of-state. This reflected a
revitalized plant systematics program, especially
due to the arrival of Tod Stuessy, who was interested
in Latin American Asteraceae. By the early 1970s,
the number of specimens in the general herbarium,
comprising plants collected from locations outside
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of Ohio, was growing at a faster rate than the State
Herbarium.

When Stuckey became Director of the Herbarium,
mostof the routine duties were carried out by student
workers or work-study students. He realized that
relying on student help was not sustainable if the
herbarium were to continue growing rapidly, which
led to establishment of a curator position in 1970.
The duties associated with this position included
accessioning new specimens and incorporating
them into the existing collection, running the loan
program, plus identifying plants for individuals
and organizations.

Beginningin 1969, the numbers of new specimens
mounted annually in the Herbarium ranged from
alow of 3,800 in the 1970-1971 academic year to a
high of 10,300 the following year. The herbarium
was also active when it came to making loans to
otherinstitutions, with over 12,700 specimens being
sent out in 1971-1972. Over the eight years that
Stuckey served as director of the Herbarium, the
number of total specimens in the herbarium rose
t0200,000 (Annual Herbarium Reports in Stuckey
Archives), an increase of 74%. The number of
specimens in the State Herbarium rose to 110,000,
representing an increase of 32%. The Stuckey years
can be summarized as being a period of expansion
of the collection and of improvement in herbarium
space and equipment.

Franz Theodore Stone Laboratory

For a biologist, there is nothing that can quite
compare to taking courses, teaching classes, or
doing research at a field station where students,
teachers and staff live and work together in close
proximity. As an undergraduate at Heidelberg,
Stuckey attended the 1959 summer session at Ohio
State’s Stone Lab on Gibraltar Island in Put-in-
Bay Harbor. He took classes in Field Botany and
Aquatic Mycology that started a long association
with field stations that lasted over thirty years. As a
graduate student at Michigan, Stuckey spent parts of
the summers of 1962 and 1964 at the University
of Michigan Biological Station in the state’s northern
lower peninsula.

When Stuckey accepted the faculty position in
the Botany Department at Ohio State, he was able
to continue his association with field stations, and
he taught, conducted research, and served as an
administrator at Stone Lab nearly every summer
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from 1966 until his retirement in 1991. Stone
Laboratory is situated on Gibraltar Island, located
about a quarter mile from South Bass Island in
Put-in-Bay Harbor, facing the town of Put-in-
Bay. Gibraltar Island has a rich history, being
purchased by the Civil War financier Jay Cooke
in 1864. In 1925, the island was sold to Julius F.
Stone, who immediately donated it to Ohio State
as the Franz Theodore Stone Laboratory named
after his father. For detailed history of this region,
see Stuckey (2002). Stuckey served as Director of
Curriculum at Stone Lab between 1977 and 1985,
which involved recruiting faculty to teach courses at
the lab, preparing materials for advertising course
offerings, and recruiting students.

The Ohio Academy of Science

Stuckey’s involvement with the Ohio Academy
of Science goes back to April, 1959, when his
academic advisor at Heidelberg, Percy Lilly, took
him to the Academy meetings at Capital University
in Bexley, a suburb of Columbus. Although he
did not present a paper, this was Stuckey’s first
exposure to a professional scientific conference.
After he graduated from Heidelberg and went on
to the University of Michigan, he maintained a
significant interest in the Academy. He presented
his first paper in 1963, while he was still in graduate
school at Michigan, the first of some 38 Ohio
Academy meetings at which he presented a paper.
Inaddition to these presentations, Stuckey attended
six field trips during annual meetings and led, co-
led, or arranged four other trips. He also published
12 papers and authored 17 book reviews which
appeared in the Obio Journal of Science.

Stuckey assumed a number of leadership positions
in the Ohio Academy of Science. In addition to
participating with activities at junior and senior
high school levels through the Junior Academy of
Science, Stuckey presided over the preparation of a
detailed governing document by a committee of the
Academy’s Development Council (Burk 1995). This
paper outlined procedures for accepting, increasing,
documenting, and acknowledging critical financial
support. Stuckey presided overanumber of committee
and council meetings during the year he served as
president (1994-1995; Burk 1995). He also served
as Secretary of the Academy in 1996-1997.

Stuckey possessed an avid interest in cultural
history. As the Historian/Archivist for the Ohio



30 R. L. STUCKEY: OHIO BOTANIST

Academy, Stuckey organized meetings centered
around the history of science. Between 1966 and
1974 he presented four papers at the History
of Science section meetings that were held in
conjunction with the Annual Meeting of the
Academy. He noted that holding these history of
science sessions conflicted with traditional sectional
meetings. To solve this conflict, in 1968 Stuckey
organized an independent History of Science
meeting in February, two months prior to the
traditional April meeting of the Academy. This
first meeting, held at Battelle Memorial Institute
on King Avenue in Columbus, was successful,
attracting 19 speakers.

Stuckey also served on the Necrology Committee
of the Academy. He became concerned with the
quality of the committee’s reports published in
the Obio_Journal of Science. When members of the
committee knew the deceased individual well,
the biographical sketches were very informative,
but this was not always the case. In 1983, Stuckey
proposed the creation of a permanent Necrology
Committee consisting of 4-5 individuals who
agreed to serve overa period of several years. Theidea
was to bring continuity and develop guidelines for
these reports that appeared in the jJournal. Stuckey
became chair of this committee in 1992, and over
the course of his service, he authored or co-authored
56 obituaries of members of the Academy.

In December 1950, the Executive Committee of
the Ohio Academy of Science agreed to prepare an
Ohio Flora (Cooperrider 1984). In April 1951 at
the Annual Meeting, held at Miami University in
Oxford, Ohio, these plans resulted in the formation
of a Flora of Ohio Committee, chaired by E. Lucy
Braun, recently retired from the University of
Cincinnati, along with representatives from Ohio
State, Kent State, and the Ohio State Museum.
Cooperation was sought from curators of herbaria
from across Ohio, and the objective was to include
all plants, native as well as naturalized, with
distributional data and keys to families, genera
and species. Eventually, T. Richard Fisher from
Ohio State succeeded Braun as chair of the Flora
of Ohio Committee. Stuckey was appointed to this
committee in 19606, a year before Tom Cooperider
from Kent State became the new chairperson.

As Ohio State’s representative on The Flora of
Ohio Committee, Stuckey began to submit annual
reports in 1967 (OSU Herbarium Archives). These
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reports detailed specimens from Ohio that were
added to the State Herbarium, floristic work being
done at Ohio State by graduate students, advanced
degrees earned, presentations at professional
meetings, and publications dealing with the Ohio
flora. These reports were submitted to the chair of
the Committee through 1977, and Stuckey and
his students made significant contributions over
this period. To date, three volumes of the Flora
of Ohio have been published (Braun 1967; Fisher
1988; Cooperrider 1995). A fourth volume, Part 1
of the Dicotyledoneae of Ohio, remains unfinished.
In addition to having been elected President of
the Ohio Academy of Science (1994-1995),
Stuckey received other honors for his service. He
was made a fellow of the Academy in 1968, as his
research, publications, and service were judged
to be a significant and sustained contribution to
the scientific community. In 1991, along with 24
others, he was selected as a Centennial Honoree
for his contributions to science, education, and
the Academy during the first 100 years of its existence
(Fig. 5). The twenty-five honorees represented over
700 years of combined contributions to science.

CONCLUSIONS

All academics make contributions to the
generation of new knowledge and teach these topics
to the next generation. Ronald Stuckey was a very
committed and disciplined academic for whom
work was paramount. He never married nor had
children, which meant he could devote all his time
to professional interests. When not working in his
office at Ohio State, he was working at home or
in the field. He never took vacations other than
the break in routine that comes with field work or
attending scholarly meetings, buthe was no hermit.
He maintained active correspondence with friends
and associates during his lifetime, as evidenced by
the abundant letters and cards on deposit in the
Herbarium Archives at Ohio State.

Most academics have a full career in which
to achieve their professional goals, amounting
usually to 30 years, and with good health, even
extending to 50 years or more. But Ronald
Stuckey did not have 50 years, not even 30. He
was an extremely productive researcher, having
published more than 112 journal articles in
several different research areas (plus hundreds
of newsletter commentaries, obituaries, book
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Figure 5. Representative Centennial Awardees of the Ohio
Academy of Science in 1991. Left to right: Charles King, Ralph
Dexter, Jane Forsyth, Eddie Herdendorf, Ronald Stuckey, and
John Olive.

reviews, and abstracts), but what must be strongly
emphasized is that this intensive productivity
occurred within essentially a 20-year period.
Stuckey began publishing in 1964 while still a
Ph.D. student at the University of Michigan, and
this continued until 1984 when he was beset with
serious health issues. A combination of congestive
heart failure, followed by depression, led to a long-
term condition of lack of energy. He retired from
Ohio State in 1991 at the early age of 53, and this
virtually ended his investigative research career.
He kept active, but mainly in the preparation of
edited books and compilations, such as on the
women botanists of Ohio (Stuckey 1992), Edwin
Moseley (Niederhofer and Stuckey 1998; Stuckey
2003, 2005), and Lucy Braun (Stuckey 2001).
Stuckey never suffered from dementia, but from
1991 forward, his low level of energy did not allow
intensive research investigations. He lived out his
life in a retirement community from 2006 until
hisdeathin 2022, organizinghisarchives (including
photographs that he took at botanical meetings)
and enjoying bluegrass music. He should be
remembered, therefore, as an academic who made
remarkable contributions to research, teaching, and
service all condensed within an intensive span of
two decades. Within this short space of time, he
left an impressive legacy.
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	Ronald L. Stuckey (1938– 2022): Ohio Botanist and Educator 
	INTRODUCTION 
	EARLY YEARS 
	Ohio has always had its share of botanists who have contributed to understanding the fora and vegetation of the state. Botany in North America began on the eastern coast of the country in the original colonies, especially in Philadelphia, New York, and Boston (Ewan 1969). As Europeans migrated westward in the 19
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	 century. In administrative capacities he served The Ohio State University, particularly at the Franz Theodore Stone Laboratory, and also the Ohio Academy of Science, elected as President 1994– 1995. He received the Ohioana book award in 2008 for his history of Put- in- Bay on Lake Erie, and he was inducted into the Ohio Natural Resources Hall of Fame in 2010. Health problems caused him to retire early from Ohio State, which efectively curtailed his active research career. What he achieved professionally in a span of only 20 active years is remarkable, a life dedicated to research and teaching in the botanical sciences. 
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	 century in southwestern Ohio, as well as Tomas Nuttall, John Riddell, C. W. Short, William Starling Sullivant, and others. Stuckey also took over the directorship of Te Ohio State University Herbarium when Clara Weishaupt retired in 1967. Because she had been trained as a plant physiologist with Bernard S. Meyer at Ohio State, many improvements in herbarium organization were needed. Stuckey worked to obtain more space for the collections, acquire newherbarium cabinets, locate funds for an assistant curatorial position, and investigate historically signifcant specimens. 
	RESEARCH 
	 and Ph.D. degrees under the supervision of Professor Edward G. Voss, specialist on the vascular plants of the fora of Michigan (Voss 1972, 1985, 1996). For his dissertation, Stuckey elected to monograph the watercress genus, Rorippa (Brassicaceae), which provided good training for understanding concepts of species, nomenclature, and biogeography. During his last year at Michigan (1964–1965), Stuckey applied for the position of plant taxonomist in the Department of Botany at Te Ohio State University, encouraged by Richard Fisher, who knew Stuckey from Stone Lab. Te herbarium director (curator), Clara Weishaupt, was set to retire in two years, which meant that Stuckey would make a good early replacement for her. Tis initiative was supported by the Department and Dean, and Stuckey was hired in 1965. 
	Upon arriving at Ohio State to begin fall semester, Stuckey faced many new challenges. He started by teaching General Botany followed by Local Flora in the spring. His research focused on getting his dissertation on Rorippa published (Stuckey 1972a) and he initiated numerous other research avenues in aquatic plants and botanical history, especially oriented towards Ohio. He was particularly interested in the collections of John Samples from the early 19
	 and Ph.D. degrees under the supervision of Professor Edward G. Voss, specialist on the vascular plants of the fora of Michigan (Voss 1972, 1985, 1996). For his dissertation, Stuckey elected to monograph the watercress genus, Rorippa (Brassicaceae), which provided good training for understanding concepts of species, nomenclature, and biogeography. During his last year at Michigan (1964–1965), Stuckey applied for the position of plant taxonomist in the Department of Botany at Te Ohio State University, encouraged by Richard Fisher, who knew Stuckey from Stone Lab. Te herbarium director (curator), Clara Weishaupt, was set to retire in two years, which meant that Stuckey would make a good early replacement for her. Tis initiative was supported by the Department and Dean, and Stuckey was hired in 1965. 
	In 1960 Stuckey entered the Department of Botany at the University of Michigan to work toward 
	Upon arriving at Ohio State to begin fall semester, Stuckey faced many new challenges. He started by teaching General Botany followed by Local Flora in the spring. His research focused on getting his dissertation on Rorippa published (Stuckey 1972a) and he initiated numerous other research avenues in aquatic plants and botanical history, especially oriented towards Ohio. He was particularly interested in the collections of John Samples from the early 19
	Tere are two areas of Stuckey’s work on aquatic plants that merit special comment. First, he used aquatic plants as indicators of water quality. Stuckey noted changes that had taken place in composition of the aquatic fora in Put-in-Bay Harbor from the 
	Aquatic Plants 
	When Stuckey enrolled as a graduate student at the University of Michigan, there was no commitment for him to study any specifc plant group. Tat apparently changed when he enrolled in a course on aquatic plants taught by Ed Voss. Stuckey excelled in this course, with Voss reporting in understated fashion, that Stuckey, “. . . recognized only 99% of the plants on the fnal exam” (Burk 2016). In the summer of 1962 Stuckey attended the University of Michigan Biological Station, near Pellston. He assisted Frederick Sparrow (from the University of Michigan) in his Aquatic Botany course, and under the direction of John E. Cantlon (from Michigan State University), Stuckey studied the life history, habitats and ecology of the Rorippa  islandica complex in the Douglas Lake region near the Biological Station, eventually publishing these results (Stuckey 1966d). He also took collecting trips in northern lower Michigan and the Upper Peninsula with Ed Voss and other graduate students, with particular focus on aquatic species. 
	Aquatic Plants 
	Into the 1970s, Stuckey continued to publish profusely on botanical history. He reported on Constantine Samuel Rafnesque (Stuckey 1971a, b), the brilliant but eccentric natural historian who collected and described many new plant species throughout the northeastern United States (Merrill 1949; Boewe 2011). Tis was followed by intense 
	When Stuckey enrolled as a graduate student at the University of Michigan, there was no commitment for him to study any specifc plant group. Tat apparently changed when he enrolled in a course on aquatic plants taught by Ed Voss. Stuckey excelled in this course, with Voss reporting in understated fashion, that Stuckey, “. . . recognized only 99% of the plants on the fnal exam” (Burk 2016). In the summer of 1962 Stuckey attended the University of Michigan Biological Station, near Pellston. He assisted Frederick Sparrow (from the University of Michigan) in his Aquatic Botany course, and under the direction of John E. Cantlon (from Michigan State University), Stuckey studied the life history, habitats and ecology of the Rorippa  islandica complex in the Douglas Lake region near the Biological Station, eventually publishing these results (Stuckey 1966d). He also took collecting trips in northern lower Michigan and the Upper Peninsula with Ed Voss and other graduate students, with particular focus on aquatic species. 
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	th
	 century through 1972 (Phillips and Stuckey 1976). Tis massive volume of 686 pages contains 28,500 entries that gives the citations where distribution maps can be found in 268 North American periodicals and 160 books! In a pre-computer age, this contribution represents a remarkable efort. Te contents cover the entire plant kingdom (algae, bryophytes, ferns, gymnosperms, angiosperms), listed alphabetically by genus and species. In addition, the kinds of distribution maps are indicated (7 diferent map varieties, e.g., outline, shaded, and dot), hence alerting an investigator to the type of data available for answering specifc phytogeographical questions. Tis volume served as a tool for Stuckey’s own phytogeographic research as well as for other researchers worldwide, and it represented a huge step forward for interpreting plant distributions. Data from this project were also incorporated into a broader world index of plant distributions maps that had been prepared in parallel by Hans Tralau (1973). 
	In Stuckey’s botanical research, he was not only interested in morphological relationships and nomenclature among species but also explanations of distributions, or phytogeography. Tis interest was early demonstrated in his monograph on Rorippa (Stuckey 1972a). He continued these studies at Ohio State, beginning in 1965, becoming interested in the distributional histories of a number of aquatic genera. Stuckey prepared maps, based on extensive feld work and studies of herbarium specimens (including visits to other herbaria), that showed changing historical distributions. Stuckey 
	used these maps very efectively, and in fact, he featured them in his address in 1995 as outgoing President of the Ohio Academy of Science (“A Cavalcade of Maps;” Burk 2016). 
	In Stuckey’s botanical research, he was not only interested in morphological relationships and nomenclature among species but also explanations of distributions, or phytogeography. Tis interest was early demonstrated in his monograph on Rorippa (Stuckey 1972a). He continued these studies at Ohio State, beginning in 1965, becoming interested in the distributional histories of a number of aquatic genera. Stuckey prepared maps, based on extensive feld work and studies of herbarium specimens (including visits to other herbaria), that showed changing historical distributions. Stuckey 
	observed in the harbor in the late 1960s (Stuckey 1971c). He attributed the changes to increased turbidity and pollution in the harbor due to human activities. By the late 1980s, with the invasion of Lake Erie waters by the flter-feeding zebra mussel, the water in the harbor became less turbid, allowing many aquatic species that had disappeared earlier in the century to re-establish themselves. A second point is that Stuckey’s aquatic plant classes both at Stone Lab and on the main campus visited and recorded species at the same sites from 1966 to 1991, hence documenting long-term changes in the composition of the fora. 
	used these maps very efectively, and in fact, he featured them in his address in 1995 as outgoing President of the Ohio Academy of Science (“A Cavalcade of Maps;” Burk 2016). 
	An inventory of the vascular plants (fora) of even a limited area, such as the Lake Erie Islands region, requires extensive feldwork and examination of previously collected herbarium specimens. Te fora of the Erie Islands project began in 1966 as part of Stuckey’s research on the aquatic plants of northern Ohio. Tis efort, an extension of work initially carried out on the fora of the region by Moseley (1899), Pieters (1901), Dodge (1914), and Core (1948), was part of the teaching and research program at Stone Lab and the Center for Lake Erie Area Research (CLEAR). When the project began, Stuckey was in the early years of establishing himself as a faculty member at Ohio State, and it became apparent that additional participants would be required. In the spring of 1969, Stuckey ofered Tomas (Tom) Duncan, an undergraduate student interested in botany and natural history, a position of research assistant to study foristic changes on these small islands in Lake Erie. Duncan took classes at Stone Laboratory, did feld work, and together they published a paper on foristic changes in the islands (Duncan and Stuckey 1970). Tey agreed to 
	TEACHING 
	At Ohio State, teaching was an important part of Stuckey’s faculty duties. By all accounts, he enjoyed teaching, and students liked his laid-back demeanor in the classroom. He taught Local Flora, which was a popular class (normally more than 100 students) that satisfed the science requirement for non-science majors with a lecture component and lab involving use of taxonomic keys. In addition, he ofered an evening section for non-traditional students who had work obligations during the day. Saturday trips in April and May involved university motor coaches transporting students to noteworthy sites in central Ohio, including Battelle-Darby Metropark, Blackhand Gorge, and the Barnaby Center (owned by Ohio State), a foristically interesting area along the Fairfeld-Hocking County line (now part of Clear Creek Metro Park). Tese large motor coaches navigated their way along narrow country roads 
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	At the time of Stuckey’s appointment in 1967 as Director of the Herbarium, there were 115,000 specimens in the collection (Annual Herbarium Reports in Stuckey Archives), with 83,000 representing specimens collected in Ohio, comprising what was referred to as the State Herbarium (Stuckey 1984). With the establishment of the Ohio Flora Project in 1950, many specimens were added to the State Herbarium. During his tenure (1967–1975), Stuckey presided over new cabinet purchases and acquisition of plant collections from out-of-state. Tis refected a revitalized plant systematics program, especially due to the arrival of Tod Stuessy, who was interested in Latin American Asteraceae. By the early 1970s, the number of specimens in the general herbarium, 
	In addition to classroom teaching, Stuckey was also an efective academic mentor, especially at the undergraduate and Master’s levels. He advised a total of 20 students who earned Master’s degrees: 16 in botany and 4 either in environmental biology or environmental science. He also supervised two studentsfor the Ph.D. Most of his graduate students (80%) earned their degrees before 1980, which was his most productive research period. Research topics of his students covered foristics, ecology, and life histories of aquatic plants, with many going on to careers in natural resources, conservation, and academia. 
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	Figure 4. Ronald L. Stuckey teaching students about aquatic plants in central Ohio, c. 1985. 
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	led, or arranged four other trips. He also published 12 papers and authored 17 book reviews which appeared in the Ohio Journal of Science. 
	Stuckey assumed a number of leadership positions in the Ohio Academy of Science. In addition to participating with activities at junior and senior high school levels through the Junior Academy of Science, Stuckey presided over the preparation of a detailed governing document by a committee of the Academy’s Development Council (Burk 1995). Tis paper outlined procedures for accepting, increasing, documenting, and acknowledging critical fnancial support. Stuckey presided over a number of committee and council meetings during the year he served as president (1994–1995; Burk 1995). He also served as Secretary of the Academy in 1996–1997. 
	The Ohio Academy of Science 
	Stuckey’s involvement with the Ohio Academy of Science goes back to April, 1959, when his academic advisor at Heidelberg, Percy Lilly, took him to the Academy meetings at Capital University in Bexley, a suburb of Columbus. Although he did not present a paper, this was Stuckey’s frst exposure to a professional scientifc conference. After he graduated from Heidelberg and went on to the University of Michigan, he maintained a signifcant interest in the Academy. He presented his frst paper in 1963, while he was still in graduate school at Michigan, the frst of some 38 Ohio Academy meetings at which he presented a paper. In addition to these presentations, Stuckey attended six feld trips during annual meetings and led, co
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	CONCLUSIONS 
	All academics make contributions to the generation of new knowledge and teach these topics to the next generation. Ronald Stuckey was a very committed and disciplined academic for whom work was paramount. He never married nor had children, which meant he could devote all his time to professional interests. When not working in his ofce at Ohio State, he was working at home or in the feld. He never took vacations other than the break in routine that comes with feld work or attending scholarly meetings, but he was no hermit. He maintained active correspondence with friends and associates during his lifetime, as evidenced by the abundant letters and cards on deposit in the Herbarium Archives at Ohio State. 
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	reports detailed specimens from Ohio that were added to the State Herbarium, foristic work being done at Ohio State by graduate students, advanced degrees earned, presentations at professional meetings, and publications dealing with the Ohio fora. Tese reports were submitted to the chair of the Committee through 1977, and Stuckey and his students made signifcant contributions over this period. To date, three volumes of the Flora of Ohio have been published (Braun 1967; Fisher 1988; Cooperrider 1995). A fourth volume, Part 1 of the Dicotyledoneae of Ohio, remains unfnished. 
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